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Our Humanity encountered: Elements, Effects and an Appeal
For the benefit of peace and wellbeing

September 2013, ‘times goes faster, distance becomes shorter, so much to forming’.

Destruction, personal virtues, humanities, dominance by powers, peace and wellbeing are aspects within societies which play there and that count. These societies seem to crave to have individual freedoms, sufficient prosperity and welfare. But what about practicality of it? And what outcomes in response to actions and events?

There was 11/9, in November 2012, I was able to experience an evening with Europe’s first lady of jazz (*) Rita Reys, in June 2013, a new Iranian president was choosen and thereafter escalation in Syria brought the world tensions. Let us have these elements recognize and indicate interplay between and impact on communities, states, and polities to address our humanity and thus let emerge opportunities that may contribute to further promotion of world’s peace and wellbeing.

On both destruction as personal virtues

11/9, I worked in the Netherlands for a financial institution. There where also TV’s installed. Along with a small group of people, we watched baffled the devastating footage. Ground Zero is an impressive example of an area where humanity manifested. This place plays a pivotal role and is a regrettable, horrible and at the same time thrilling location on earth. 
Manifesting occurred both aggressive because in revenge Twin Towers were brought down as supportive and helpful because of rescues, cleaning-up, recovery and ensuring that the incident will never be forgotten. In ‘The American Idea, The best of The Atlantic Monthly’, William Langewiesche wrote in his article ‘American Ground’: “Despite the apocalyptic nature of the scene, the response was unhesitant. It was simply understood that you would find survivors and the dead, and that you would work night and day to clean up the mess, and that this would allow the world’s greatest city to rebuild quickly, and maybe even to make itself into something better than before“.

Nowadays, they are working on more WTC Towers and are completed the main building ‘One World Trade Center’ and the monument  "Reflecting Absence", which latter replaces the Twin Towers. This monument, consisting of two low-lying water bassins, each nearly an acre in size and featuring the largest manmade waterfalls in North America, marks the places where the towers once stood. The bassins are filled with water that falls down along the walls. Visitors can enter the monument by going down. Along the monument is a list of names of all the victims. 

Through humanities

Music expresses the emotions and ideas and is found in every known culture, past and present, varying wildly between times and places. “Music is mathematics in motion and algebra is its choreography”. Together with maths and poetry, music is one of the tritones (the three languages of man) and a fundamental constituent of human life. 
A week after joining the 29th Aspen Institute’s Dinner in New York and visiting some of the more important city identities, I was fortunate and attended in the Netherlands an evening with Rita Reys, who left earthly life end of July. Since 1940, she played with legends like Art Blakey, Dizzy Gillespie, Stan Getz and Duke Ellington. Of wear on stage was little evidence. Her hoarse voice with the light-genteel was by the smooth phrasing still sweet to hear. Her sense of timing was invariably strong; she moved through the different music measures of given numbers of beats. As a sign of thanks I handed a pen of the foundation, which she truly welcomed.
Rita Reys acted as resolute headstrong leading lady, who approached her band when to her idea the “homework” was rushed. Through transfer of an art form that uses sounds, arranged in a certain period of time, she, the band and chords manifested truly.

(*) Jazz, music of the moment, a mixture of genres, reuse of all church modes and use of complex chords. Wittgenstein called it ‘der           

      Typusbegriff’: all the characteristics of jazz music are also to be found in other music.

Dominance by powers

Throughout history, dominance of powers, ruling and imposition has always played an important role in societes. Persia, the under Alexander the Great created empire, the Roman Empire, Ottoman Empire, British Empire, the USA, the USSR, and Peoples Republic of China are examples.

Looking at the present state of the world we observe shiftings in balance of power. On world stage level between the US and China and on regional stages for example Turkey and the I.R. Iran, who both are a more regional role to play. But there are many other uncertainties when it comes to directions.
With the Jasmine Revolution in Tunesia in late 2010, the Arab world is awakened, resulting in uprises, protests and revolutions. MENA is searching for a road ahead. The western world has a number of persistent crisis and is also in search for a road ahead. And there are also strong and powerful developments and dynamics concerning AFPAK, ISR – PSE, and recently in Brazil. 

That asks for outlooks, for narratives about freedoms, forms of polity, peace, less inequality, solidarity, tolerance, justice and for commitments.

ARAB WORLD

18th July, together with 2 companians, I met Deputy Head of Mission of Islamic Republic of Iran in The Netherlands Mr. H. v. Malekshah to exchange views on Iran´s current developments, Indonesia´s historical parallels and the European image of Iran. In the meeting several issues such as presidential election of Iran and victory of its elect-president Dr. Hassan Rouhani, which will hopefully bring a change in Iran’s international relations, and last decade of Iran’s foreign policy and external relations were discussed. A separate report of this meeting was drafted and forwarded. Both the Cabinet of the President of the Council of the EU as the Aspen Institute were aligned.

7th September, I was observer / counselor during “Centenary Peace Palace MUN”, an academic simulation of the United Nations. Aim was to come to a joint resolution on the ongoing conflict in Syria, a resolution in which as many as possible of the 15 participating delegations had to find agreement. There was lively debate. Delegates were very motivated and provided numerous meaningful amendments, motions, and speakers, ending in the all important clauses ‘to enter into negotiations to bring about a sustainable political solution to the conflict’, ‘allowing humanitarian aid’ and ‘all necessary diplomacy, non military measures’. The Security Council resolution was rejected after a veto by the Russian Federation. China had abstained from voting.
EUROPE

With use of time, step by step, and inter alia via the concept of differentiated integration, Europe is fixing its problems on economy and in politics and tries a direction of more unity, but possible lack of sufficient support and resistance from nationalistic and populistic movements may delay that desire.
On peace and wellbeing
Within the cycle of man, humanities mostly left place in search of areas to manifest and travelled elsewhere to fulfill mutual needs. But as the above examples show, manifesting can provide both in true understanding, as be risk of unwanted developments. Let us find a way to proceed when lifestyles come (sudden) closer and shakes sometimes even our minds up.
Mr. H. Rohani said: “The government of wisdom and hope, as promised, will pursue national goals with a moderate policy designed to save the country’s economy and revive ethical considerations and constructive interaction with the world.” The EU said “we look forward to meeting the appointed team as soon as possible.” Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov announced that ”this can be no longer postponed”. The White House announced that Iran has an opportunity to act quickly to resolve the international community’s deep concerns over Iran’s nuclear program: “Should this government choose to engage substantively and seriously to meet its international obligations and find a peaceful solution to this issue, it will find a willing partner in the United States.”

Humanities, social sciences and the arts provide opportunities and starting points that may contribute to further promotion of peace and wellbeing in the world. But the most important is an appeal for a climate in which is willingness to really listen to each other, in which the ideas-​​war is released and where frankness, mutual understanding, trust and respect comes first. We must continue to commit maintenance: September, Syria has handed over the formal document of accession to the (OPCW) to the UN. 
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